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Foreword

Stillness and Distance: New Discoveries
FOREWORD BY STEVEN LEE, PROJECT DIRECTOR

International Photoawards, we examine the practice

I n our 8th instalment of the Kuala Lumpur

of the deadpan aesthetic in the photographic
portrait. Making sense of this expression in
contemporary photography, we can begin to see
how and why this form of portrait making can be so
powerful and yet so delicate at the same time.

The portrait in photography has, for over a century
been the 2-dimensional mode in which people have
been representing other people in society, through
the printed image. Add text and a caption, and the
portrait image becomes a vitally significant form of
human communication, which | dare say, possibly
out-competes the other modes - music, painting or
the written word.

The subtle, nuanced features of the deadpan look,
with the eyes gazing into a distant and imaginary
horizon, an expression so blank, a figure so stil,
vacant and emotionless - can move the viewer
to new heights by empathising with the sitter. The
photographer can work magic and is a magician.
The sitter, his/her assistant, obeying the voice and
directions of the master.

The winners and finalists presented here in this
2016 exhibition all have varying degrees of this
formulaic recipe. The judges worked hard, argued
intensely, and protected their positions amongst each

other, in deciding the winners from the list of finalists.

All the winners are well-deserved in that respect.
They left no stone unturned.

Kathrin Tschirner's “#14-09-03 - Frau VIl” from the
serfes “KurflrstenstraBe” caught everyone's attention.
Prostitution, one expects, is a nighttime occurrence in
most part, but this portrait of Sabine photographed
in daylight, and from a slight distance, added
compression and hence strength to the image. We
see a faled and yet powerful and determined person
in her stance. The faded red dress, oddly worn as
an apron even, concealing her breasts perhaps, and
tightly strapped to her torso with a thick leather belt,
represents her masculinity but her distant gaze tells
otherwise. There are so many observational cues

in this single image that can be written in a chapter
about Sabine’s life. It makes us curious... Is she a
mother? Where is she from? What was her past life?
How old is she?

Michelle Sank’s ‘Olly" is perfection in deadpan
portraiture. The pose, the sitter, the composition,
the blank stare, the room - tells the viewer all that
is needed to understand the story. So is Eduardo
Leal's Two Sisters against Soya. In his picture, an
honest portrayal of two sisters, possibly deep in mid

“The subtle, nuanced features
of the deadpan look, with the
eyes gazing into a distant and

imaginary horizon, an expression
so blank, a figure so still, vacant
and emotionless - can move
the viewer to new heights in
terms of empathising with the
photograpl'ler."

conversation, taking a reflective pause perhaps when
captured. We sense the uneasiness of the situation,
the angled look, the slight frown in one of them.
Nuanced, again. So much feeling from a simple pose.

In the Open category, the winners are more varied
but | feel the dead pan theme has crept into some
of them. | expected more variations from the entries
- Joy, laughter and tears 7 Jessica Hine’s table top
montage of My Brother's War - The Reconciliation 13
brought out a new perspective in portraiture - the
staged image of another image - another photograph.
It is so brilliantly put together and the story captivated
us all. Imagination is all that one needs.

A straight documentary photograph of another set
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of sisters, Sasha and Sarah, 17 and 18, Michigan by
Alexandra Dietz as she explores the people in post-
recession Detroit enamoured the judges because

of it's reality brought home. The young sisters and
their kids, snacking on a shabby but comfortable
couch, the bare wooden wall, the familiar and warm
bed throws, their semi-nakedness - tells us that they
are at ease with what they have - each other. This
picture contrasts wildly with the next winner The
Outsider, 14 of a nomadic Mongolian girl in a pretty
blue dress, with a warm waolf-head hat amongst her
family's grazing cattle. You can sense the isolation, the
loneliness in John Feely's image.

Portrait photography can be enlightening at times
as it shows us many aspects of life around the world
and brings to us the unfamiliar. It challenges us with
new emotions and broadens our understanding of the
human condition. | congratulate all the winners and
finalists this year, and thank the judges for bringing to
the viewers such amazing portraits once again. Thank
you for visiting this exhibition. | hope you take away a
little something from these photographs. KLPA values
your continued support.

Steven V-L Lee

Founder Director

Kuala Lumpur International Photoawards
www.klphotoawards.com
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“Portrait photography can be
enlightening at times as it shows
us many aspects of life around
the world and brings to us the
unfamiliar. It challenges us with
new emotions and broadens our
understanding of the human
condition.”

COVER IMAGE

Jessica by Brett Canet-Gibson (Australia)
This image is part of a larger body of work
entitled " Portraits from the Pavement”. Shot

on the streets of Perth, Western Australia
using natural light and a portable background,
these intimate portraits of strangers

document contemporary Australian life,
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Prize Winners

CATEGORY A - STILLNESS AND DISTANCE

1st Prize
KATHRIN TSCHIRNER (Germany)
USD3,500 & Trophy

2nd Prize
MICHELLE SANK (UK)
USD$1,500

3rd Prize
EDUARDO LEAL (Portugal)
USD$500

CATEGORY B - OPEN

1st Prize
JESSICA HINES (USA)
USD$3,500 & Trophy

2nd Prize
ALEXANDRA DIETZ (USA)
USD$1,500

3rd Prize
JOHN FEELY (Australia)
UsSD$500

SPECIAL SELECT JUROR PRIZE

WINNER
HEIKO TIEMANN (Germany)
USD$1,500 & Trophy

RUNNER UP 1
ALIA ALl (USA)
USD$500

RUNNER UP 2
SADEGH SOURI (Iran)
USD$500

SOUTH EAST ASIAN PRIZE
HARIRI ARIFFIN (Malaysia) - Obscura workshop

DESMOND LIM (Singapore) - Obscura workshop
PRAKASH GOPALAKRISHNAN (Malaysia) - IPA workshop
































































































